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Welcoming Letter  
 

Esteemed All, 

It is with great pleasure that we officially welcome you in the North Atlantic Council 

(NATO) of ThessISMUN 2018. We expect one more year full of passionate 

participations, striving for greatness and fully prepared to overcome all obstacles that 

may arise, during our upcoming sessions. 

We are more than honored to be serving as your chairpersons in one of the most 

demanding Committees that will be simulated in ThessISMUN 2018. As part of our 

presidency, we aim on focusing on 3 important factors, which are considered as the 

keystone for a productive - yet worthwhile - experience; preparation, cooperation and 

persistence.  

Preparation, since it is the most important step for your participation and the full 

enjoyment of the experience. Research, study the current Guides, stay up to date with 

the ongoing events and explore your countries’ position and withstanding. 

Cooperation, since you are part of an Alliance, with common goals and strategies, that 

focuses on the development and security of its member states. Make sure that you 

take into consideration your co-delegates and their presence in the Council, as well as 

communicating and debating with them. Last, but not least, you need persistence, 

since within the past few years, the global environment has been facing numerous 

kinds of challenges and risks that require utmost persistence and willingness towards 

a safer and more stable environment.  

Within the next weeks, we are going to provide you with all the necessary assistance 

both before and during the Conference, so as that you are fully prepared to follow the 

flow of our sessions, take part in the most challenging debates and come up with the 

most suitable solutions.  

We both share our passion for these kind of simulations, even though we are coming 

from unlike academic studies, while we are more than ready to transfuse and transmit 

to you our addiction and inspire you for your next steps. 

 

Looking forward for the upcoming experience! 

We remain at your disposal! 

 

Dimitra Markopoulou       Christos Sklivanos 
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2. Introduction to NATO 
 
Before briefly presenting the history of NATO, it is important to be clarified that the 

participants are called to take into account that they are not representing a country in a 

committee of the United Nations or in another organization working under the 

auspices of the United Nations. Instead they are expected to be conformed with the 

specialized work of NATO, the understanding of its rules as well as its mandate. 

 

2.1. Brief History of North Atlantic Treaty Organization  

 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization ( NATO ) was founded in 1949 by 12 

founding member-states (Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, 

Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom and the United 

States) . The number of member-states since then has expanded to 29 through various 

phases of enlargement. The present members are: Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, 

Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 

Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, the Netherlands, Norway, 

Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom, 

the United States1.    

 It is commonly believed that the reason of NATO’s existence was to counter 

the threat of the Soviet Union. Although a partially true option, the organization was 

founded upon a broader effort to serve three fundamental purposes: 

• Deterring Soviet expansionism. 

• Preventing the revival of nationalist militarism in Europe through a 

strong North American presence on the continent. 

• Encouraging European integration.    

 It remains undeniable that the most important aspect of the NATO alliance is 

Article 5 of the Washington Treaty, which describes the most fundamental principle 

                                                        
1NATO. What is NATO? ( Online. ) [ Accessed 05/12/2017 ].  

Available from: https://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/index.html 
 

https://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/index.html
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that binds the member-states of an alliance, the principle of collective self- defense. 

According to this article, “the Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more 

of them in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against them all”. 

In the second paragraph, it is referred that “any such armed attack and all measures 

taken as a result thereof shall immediately be reported to the Security Council; such 

members shall be terminated when the Security Council has taken the measures 

necessary to restore and maintain international peace and security”2. At this point we 

should clarify something. Article 5 expresses the political will of the member-states 

to respond to an armed attack ( According to the recent Warsaw meeting in 2017 both 

cyber attacks are considered to fall under the mandate of the article. ) by any means 

they deem necessary. This means that they can provide military, political, logistic or 

financial support and are not limited to engaging in armed conflict.3 

 Focusing on historical events, it should be mentioned that in response to the 

enlargement, the Soviet Union created its own counter – alliance called the Warsaw 

Pact, which dissolved after the break-up of the USSR in 1991. It was the first and the 

only time in the history of NATO that it could be realistically and militarily 

challenged by any other single group. NATO and the Warsaw Pact go back and forth 

in close calls and encounter that led to nuclear stand-offs between the USA and the 

USSR.   

 The collapse of the Soviet Union led to a push by NATO to work more closely 

in cooperation with the new Russian Federation. May 1997 saw the signing of the 

NATO - Russia Founding Act between NATO leaders and President Yeltsin to “build 

together a lasting and inclusive peace in the Euro-Atlantic area on the principles of 

democracy and cooperative security”. Finally, in May of 2002, was the formation of 

the NATO - Russia Council.4  That is to say, the collapse of the Soviet Union led 

                                                        
2NATO. NATO Treaty en Light. ( Online ) [ Accessed 04/12/2017 ]. Available from: 

https://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/stock_publications/20120822_nato_treaty_en_light_200

9.pdf 

 
3NATO. NATO's purpose. ( Online. ) [ Accessed 05/12/2017].  

Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/sv/natohq/topics_68144.htm 

 
4NATO. NATO – Russia Council. ( Online ) [ Accessed 05/12/2017 ]. 
     Available from: https://www.nato.int/nrc-website/en/about/index.html 

https://www.nato.int/cps/sv/natohq/topics_68144.htm
https://www.nato.int/nrc-website/en/about/index.html
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NATO to change its priorities and adapt to a new world where Soviet expansionism 

and nationalistic militarism were no longer a threat.   

 Many believed that NATO would cease to exist by the end of the century 

having fulfilled it's role. However, the alliance changed it's role to promote dialogue 

and security cooperation with former Communist states, and even changing from an 

organization that focuses solely on collective security, to an organization that carries 

out the will of the UN Security Council and enforces resolutions, the most famous 

example being the NATO invasion of the former Yugoslavia. NATO is now entering a 

new and extremely important point in its long history in which it must face up to 

increasing instability in Eastern Europe and the decaying situation in the Middle East, 

where its decisions will inevitably shape the future of history.5 

 

ii) The North Atlantic Council   

 The North Atlantic Council is the main governing body of North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization, and the only body within NATO to explicitly draw its authority 

from the North Atlantic Treaty, and specifically Article 9.6 The only other body 

within NATO to hold any comparable authority is the Nuclear Planning Group7 which 

handles nuclear policy, planning and consultation procedures.   

 The North Atlantic Council provides a forum for member-states to discuss 

policy and provide consultation on security issues. The difference between the North 

Atlantic Council and conventional committees of the United Nations is that the 

principles of the North Atlantic Council’s decision making processes are based on 

unanimity and common accord. All member-states have an equal right to express 

views, and all policy decisions are based on unanimous consensus. This ensures that 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
5Office of the Historian. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),1949. ( Online. ) [ Accessed 

05/12/2017 ]. Available from: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/nato 

 
6NATO. NATO Treaty en Light. ( Online ) [ Accessed 04/12/2017 ]. Available from: 

https://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/stock_publications/20120822_nato_treaty_en_light_200

9.pdf 

 
7NATO. NATO Nuclear Planning Group ( NPG ). ( Online ) [ Accessed 04/12/2017 ]. 

     Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_50069.htm 
 

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/nato
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_50069.htm
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policies decided upon by the North Atlantic Council are accepted by, and the 

expressions of, and collective will of all sovereign member states of NATO. 

 

3. Introduction to the Topic 
 

Throughout the years there has been a number of internal problems and disputes 

within NATO, with the alliance often playing a mediating role in these while trying to 

solve them. Some examples are included but not limited to: 

a) The financial contribution of 2% of each members GDP. 

b) The ever increasing need for manpower, resources, infrastructure, etc. 

c) Co-operation between member states. 

d) Territorial and other disputes between members of the alliance. 

 The ultimate goal for the alliance is to maintain it's integrity and balance while 

keeping all parties pleased since an inner stability will inevitably reinforce and 

strengthen NATO making it even more efficient. 

 At the same time the alliance looks ahead to the future and a possible 

expansion. In 2017, Montenegro became the newest member. There is also talk and 

debate on further enlargement. The question is whether the possible candidates have 

indeed something to contribute to the cause and the future of NATO. It will be an 

uphill battle convincing the member-states to accept or not these candidates especially 

since all decisions are made unanimously and a single objection is capable of ruining 

the entire effort. 

 

4. Internal problems and disputes 

4.1. Funding NATO. The 2% investment guideline 

'' Steel wins battles. Gold wins wars. '' This quote, no matter how old, still applies 

even by modern standards. NATO is an organization and as such there is need for 

resources, in this case funds. The member-states make direct and indirect 

contributions to the costs of running the alliance and implementing its policies and 
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activities. There are two ways of funding. The direct and the indirect way. For this 

case scenario we shall divert our attention to the indirect funding and to the 2% 

defense investment guideline in particular. 

 In 2006, the members of the alliance agreed unanimously to divert a 2% 

minimum of each country's Gross Domestic Product ( GDP ) to defense purposes.8 

Taking into consideration the fact that the military and defense capability – capacity 

of each state affects directly the credibility and capability of the alliance as a whole 

this guideline principally served as an indicator of a country’s political will to 

contribute to the common defense effort. Unfortunately, from the very beginning not 

all states have proven their resolve to fulfill this requirement, a situation made worse 

by the effects of the recent financial crisis. This has caused an alarm within the 

alliance with many voicing complains about the imbalance created. At the Wales 

Summit of 2014, NATO leaders decided to take immediate action to reverse the 

situation. The main points of the agreement were: 

• Allies currently meeting the 2% guideline on defense spending will aim to 

continue to do so. 

• Allies whose current proportion of GDP spent on defense is below this level 

will halt any decline, aim to increase defense expenditure as GDP grows and 

will move toward the 2% guideline within a decade. 

 Unfortunately, so far, only 5 out of the 29 members have met this requirement, 

while a few other states have promised to do so within the following years. It goes 

without saying that the 2% of GDP guideline alone is no guarantee that money will be 

spent in the most effective and efficient way to acquire and deploy modern 

capabilities. Nevertheless, it remains an important indicator of the political resolve of 

individual Allies to devote to defense a relatively small, but still significant, level of 

resources. If we consider the vast operations that NATO undertakes around the world, 

the ever increasing tensions with Russia in East Europe and the outdated equipment of 

many member states it becomes clear that such an issue is to be resolved.9 

                                                        
8NATO. Funding NATO. ( Online ) [ Accessed 04/12/2017 ] 

     Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_67655.htm 

 
9NATO. Funding NATO. ( Online. ) [ Accessed on 05/12/2017 ].  

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_67655.htm
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4.2. Maintaining forces and providing supplies 

Each member state contributes voluntarily a number of troops, vehicles, planes, 

vessels or any form of supplies and equipment ( varying from ammunition and 

technological infrastructure to medical supplies ) according to its capabilities. It goes 

without saying that some states are capable of providing all of the above mentioned 

simultaneously while others focus their efforts and contributions to certain factors. 

For instance, the United States ( US ) are the first contributing power within the 

alliance in all sectors ( manpower, arms, equipment etc. ) while nations such as 

Albania and the Baltic States find themselves in the receiving end. 

 As NATO expands both in terms of members and in terms of operations there 

is an ever increasing need for manpower, arms and supplies. So far, the burden has 

been placed, mostly, upon the more developed and powerful member states creating 

an imbalance within the alliance. Par example, Germany, France and the UK represent 

                                                                                                                                                               
Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_67655.htm 

 
10CNN Money. How NATO is funded and who pays what. ( Online ) [ Accessed 03/12/2017 ] 

      Available from: http://money.cnn.com/2017/05/25/news/nato-funding-explained-trump/index.html 
 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_67655.htm
http://money.cnn.com/2017/05/25/news/nato-funding-explained-trump/index.html
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nearly half of the total, non-US contributed defense spendings of NATO while Turkey 

is the second member state in terms of providing manpower.11 

 Consequently, questions have been raised on whether the rest of the member-

states should increase their contribution, despite the current financial crisis and their 

industrial/ technological capabilities or the current over-contributing member-states 

should continue to do so. 

 

4.3. Further internal disputes 

Despite the fact that NATO is an alliance which encourages close co-operation 

between the member-states there are also quite a few disputes arising among the allies 

with the alliance often playing a mediating role in these problems.  The reasons/ 

causes vary as well as the affected parties with some dating back many decades even 

to the post Great War Era ( 1918 – up to today ). There are many cases of all sorts and 

types such as, but not limited to: 

● Spain – UK: The main dispute between these states is the british 

control over Gibraltar. '' The Rock '', as it is commonly known, is 

located in a key strategic location at the south end of the Iberian 

Peninsula monitoring all movements from and to the Mediterranean 

Sea. In 1704, during the War for the Spanish Succession, the British 

took control of the area and have maintained it ever since after the 

signing of the Peace of Utrecht between Spain and the UK 

( 13/07/1713 ). Since then, and particularly during the 18th century 

there have been many unsuccessful spanish attempts to recapture the 

area by military means. In September 1963, the matter was presented 

for the first time to the United Nations. Today, a NATO base is located 

in the area, a reason for the re-ignition of disputes between the two 

countries over who will command the military operations there.12 

                                                        
11NATO. Funding NATO. ( Online. ) [ Accessed on 05/12/2017 ].  

Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_67655.htm 
12    Ο’ Reilly, G. 1999. Gibraltar: Sovereignty disputes and territorial waters. IBRU Boundary and 

Security Bulletin, Spring 1999. ( Online. ) [ Accessed 08/12/2017 ].  
Available from: http://mait.camins.cat/ET2050_library/docs/med/gibraltar.pdf 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_67655.htm
http://mait.camins.cat/ET2050_library/docs/med/gibraltar.pdf
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● Hungary – Romania: Here we have a territorial and ethnic dispute. 

After the Great War ( 1914 – 1918 ) Hungary was forced to sign the 

Treaty of Trianon ( 1920 ). As a result the country lost part of its 

territory ( Transylvania and part of the Carpathian mountains ) to 

Romania along with a number of Hungarian citizens.13 Today, it is 

estimated that approximately 1.2 million Hungarians live in Romania, 

making the 6.5% of Romania's total population. Though the territorial 

dispute may, perhaps, have been forgotten, the ethnic issue has arisen 

causing disputes between the two countries, with Hungary accusing 

Romania of discrimination and violation of rights of Hungarian 

nationals and Romania accusing Hungary of interfering in domestic 

affairs. 

● Greece – Albania: The causes here are numerous. First, we have the 

region of Southern Albania, or Northern Epirus according to Greece 

where a large greek minority is located. The area became part of 

Albania in 1913 when the country was first created. It was captured by 

the advancing greek army in 1940 since Albania was part of the Axis 

( Germany, Italy, Japan ) and national troops, along with italian ones 

invaded Greece ( 28/10/1940 ).14 Today, Greece accuses Albania for ill 

treatment of Greek nationals in the region. At the same time, the 

albanian ultranationalist propaganda promotes the idea of a state of  '' 

Grand Albania '' which includes territories of Greece while at the same 

time accusing Greece for violating the rights of the Cham Albanians. 

The Chams were Albanian nationals who were expelled from the greek 

region of Epirus between 1944 and 1945 with the accusation of 

collaborating with the Nazi's and the Waffen SS in particular. The 

Cham Issue was first mentioned in 1990 and since today no solution 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
13Encyclopedia Britannica. Treaty of Trianon. ( Online. ) [ Accessed 06/12/2017 ].  

Available from: https://www.britannica.com/event/Treaty-of-Trianon 

 
14Greek Army ( 1955 ),Greece during the Second World War.,  General Staff History 1955. 
 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Treaty-of-Trianon
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has been found. 

● Greece – Turkey: There are two major issues here. First, we have a 

territorial one concerning the Aegean Sea. Turkey does not 

acknowledge the control of Greece in the region and conducts daily 

violations of greek territorial waters utilizing the pretext of '' Safe 

Passage ''. At the same time, any attempt from the greek side to 

increase the reach of it's territorial waters from 6 to 12 nautical miles is 

considered to be a casus belli on behalf of Ankara.15 Second, there is 

the issue of the Greek nationals of Thrace. These people, known as the 

Pomaks, are Muslims in terms of religion. After the signing of the 

Treaty of Lausanne16 ( 24/07/1924 ) between Greece and Turkey an 

exchange of populations was agreed between the two states based on 

the religion of the citizens. The exceptions were the orthodox 

population of Constantinople and the Muslims of Thrace. Today, 

Turkey declares that the Pomaks are Turkish nationals whose rights are 

being violated by Greece. 

5. Possibilities of expansion 
 

Despite the different issues arising within the alliance, NATO always keeps an eye to 

the future and a possible expansion. In 2017, Montenegro became the newest entry, 

raising the number of member-states to 29. Of course, the efforts of bringing more 

states together and coordinating a solid defense still continues with a number of states 

being possible entries. Each state has different reasons for wishing, or not, to become 

part of NATO. Of course, the same applies for the member-states of the alliance. 

Some may, or may not, wish the entry of a certain state according to their own 

national interests and agenda. 

                                                        
15GlobalSecurity.org. Turkish – Greek Aegean Dispute. ( Online. ) [ Accessed 03/12/2017 ].  

Available from: https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/aegean.htm 

 
16Treaties.fco.gov.uk. The Treaty of Lausanne, ( Online ) [ Accessed 04/12/2017 ]. 

      Available from: http://treaties.fco.gov.uk/docs/pdf/1923/ts0016-1.pdf 
 

https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/aegean.htm
http://treaties.fco.gov.uk/docs/pdf/1923/ts0016-1.pdf
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5.1. Becoming part of NATO 

How does a country join NATO? The alliance policy towards enlargement is rather 

simple and open. Any state, willing and capable of promoting the principles 

established by the Washington Treaty17 and promoting security in the Euro-Atlantic 

area is welcome to become a member. There are only two prerequisites: 

a) There is an invitation from the North Atlantic Council ( NAC ). 

b) The state meets certain political, economical and military standards. 

 It is of the utmost importance that a state has a stable background and a solid 

basis in order not only to contribute to the goals of NATO but also benefit from them. 

After that, there is a standard procedure to be followed based on Article 10 of the 

Washington Treaty. It goes as follows: 

1) A state expresses it's willingness to join NATO. 

2) NAC dispatches an invitation to that state. 

3) Negotiations begin between the state and an alliance team. 

4) The state provides a note accepting the terms of the alliance and 

informs NATO of the time and schedule it will take to implement the 

necessary reforms. 

5) The accession agreement is signed and ratified by all current member-

states. ( Note that since decisions are made unanimously, should a 

member-state object the whole procedure is immediately ended. ) 

6) NATO's Secretary General invites the potential new member-state to 

accede the Washington Treaty. 

7) The willing state, accedes the Treaty according to its national 

legislative procedures. 

 Upon fulfilling these steps, a country becomes formally a member-state of 

NATO. As mentioned above, any decision made requires unanimity. Consequently, a 

single objection is a veto to the entire procedure.18 

                                                        
17NATO. NATO Treaty en Light. ( Online ) [ Accessed 04/12/2017 ]. Available from: 

https://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/stock_publications/20120822_nato_treaty_en_light_200

9.pdf 

 
18NATO. Enlargement. ( Online ). [ Accessed 03/12/2017 ].  
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5.2. Possible entries  

➢ Ukraine: Since time immemorial, Ukraine has been the connecting 

link between Europe and Russia and later on part of both the Russian 

Empire and the USSR. After the collapse of the USSR and the Iron 

Curtain ( 1990 ), Ukraine became an independent state along with the 

rest of the countries of East Europe. Unfortunately, the country 

maintained strong ties with the Russian Federation in the following 

decades steadily developing a dependency relation on terms of energy, 

technology, infrastructure, exports and military equipment. In 2008, 

during the Bucharest Summit20, NATO members promised that 

Ukraine would soon join the alliance. On November 2013, Ukrainian 

president Victor Yanukovych attempted to implement an opening to the 

EU. This caused tensions in the diplomatic relations with Russia. 

                                                                                                                                                               
Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49212.htm 

 
19Association for diplomatic studies and training. The birth of NATO. ( Online ) [ Accessed 

04/12/2017 ] Available from: http://adst.org/2014/10/the-birth-of-nato/#.WltGU6hl_IU 

 
20NATO,  Bucharest Summit Declaration. ( Online ) [ Accessed 05/12/2017 ]. Available from: 

https://www.nato.int/cps/ua/natohq/official_texts_8443.htm 
 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49212.htm
http://adst.org/2014/10/the-birth-of-nato/#.WltGU6hl_IU
https://www.nato.int/cps/ua/natohq/official_texts_8443.htm
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Internal turmoil and large protestations raged throughout the country 

resulting in political instability. On 18 March 2014 russian armed 

forces seized the Crimean Peninsula and annexed it in the name of the 

Russian Federation. At the same time, civil war broke out in the eastern 

part of the country, in Donetsk and Luhansk between separatist 

insurgents and the ukrainian armed forces, a war that still rages till 

today. To help find a solution to the crisis, the Minsk protocols21 were 

signed ( 05/09/2014 and 12/02/2015 ) between Russia, Ukraine, 

Germany and France. It was at that point that Ukraine, supported by 

the US re-ignited her interest for becoming a NATO member. Of 

course, due to the pressure of the Russian Federation, after intense 

negotiations and consideration of different factors the plan was never 

implemented.22 

 

➢ Georgia: Another member-state of the former USSR, Georgia 

followed in the footsteps of the rest ex soviet states. After overcoming 

a civil unrest, which at some point reached the point of a civil war, the 

country attempted to open channels of communication with the EU and 

NATO. In 1994, only a few years after gaining it's independence, 

Georgia became part of the Partnership for Peace program23 and in 

2003 enhanced it's efforts to join the alliance. In 2008, during the 

Bucharest Summit NATO member-states promised Georgia that the 

country would be accepted as a member. Following this declaration 

Russia issued a warning that such an action would be seen as 

aggression and a possible threat. After the Russo – Georgian war of 

                                                        
21Financial Times,  Full text of the Minsk agreement. ( Online ) [ Accessed 04/12/2017 ] Available from: 

https://www.ft.com/content/21b8f98e-b2a5-11e4-b234-00144feab7de 

 
22NATO. Relations with Ukraine. ( Online ). [ Accessed 10/12/2017 ].  

Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_37750.htm 

 
23ΝΑΤΟ. Partnership for Peace program. ( Online ). [ Accessed 04/12/2017 ] 

     Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/ic/natohq/topics_50349.htm 
 

https://www.ft.com/content/21b8f98e-b2a5-11e4-b234-00144feab7de
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_37750.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/ic/natohq/topics_50349.htm
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2008, which ended with the defeat of Georgia, the country has not 

moved towards re-initiating her acceptance policy with NATO. Despite 

that, there are still reforms to be implemented particularly on the field 

of defense.24 

 

➢ F.Y.R.O.M.: The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia poses an 

intriguing situation. The state was originally part of the Kingdom of 

Serbia and later of Yugoslavia. During that time, the region's official 

name was '' Banate of Vardar '' also known as '' Vardaska ''. Following 

the break-up of Yugoslavia, the region became independent in 1991 

and a member of the UN in 1993, taking the name '' Republic of 

Macedonia ''. This, along with various other reasons, caused political 

and diplomatic tensions with Greece.25 In 2005 the country applied for 

a membership in NATO with the support of the US and Turkey. 

However, at the 2008 Bucharest Summit, Greece vetoed the country's 

acceptance.26 Despite that, FYROM insisted on it's will to join the 

alliance but to no effect. However, it has been assured that it will be 

invited to become a member as soon as a mutually acceptable solution 

to the issue over the country’s name has been reached with Greece. 

 

➢ Bosnia – Herzegovina: Bosnia is simple case. Like FYROM it used to 

be part of Serbia and Yugoslavia. After the civil war in Yugoslavia and 

the country's break-up, Bosnia became an independent state and 

immediately began negotiations with NATO. The country was no 

stranger to the alliance since NATO was committed to the stability and 

peace of the region since the early 1990s in the midst of the raging 

                                                        
24NATO. Relations with Georgia. ( Online ). [ Accessed 05/12/2017 ].  

Available from: https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_38988.htm 

 
25S. Kargakos ( 1992 ), The Macedonian Issue., Gutenberg 1992 

  
26NATO,  Bucharest Summit Declaration. ( Online ) [ Accessed 05/12/2017 ]. Available from: 

https://www.nato.int/cps/ua/natohq/official_texts_8443.htm 
 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_38988.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/ua/natohq/official_texts_8443.htm
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conflict. Since that time, the progress made could be described as 

rather slow. Despite joining the Partnership for Peace program in 2006 

and begging accession negotiations in 2008 Bosnia still has a long way 

to go since it is necessary to implement certain democratic and military 

- defense reforms.27 

 

➢ Cyprus: Of all the cases available, Cyprus is the most complex and the 

most controversial one. After being part of the Ottoman and later the 

British Empire, Cyprus gained it's independence in 1960 after the 

Zurich and London Agreement28 between Greece, Turkey and the UK. 

Since then, the island faced many tensions between the Greek and the 

Turkish populations which sometimes escalated to the point of armed 

conflict. In the 1960s, the UK proposed that Cyprus joined NATO and 

attempt to find a solution to the ever growing domestic problem within 

the boundaries of the alliance. Fearing that such an action would mean 

a diplomatic disadvantage since both Turkey and the UK would be able 

to veto any proposal not fitting to their interests the cypriot 

government under Archbishop Makarios turned down the offer.29 After 

the turkish invasion of 1974 which, though condemned by the UN 

Security Council multiple times, ended with the partition of the island 

and the occupation of the northern part by Turkey, there has been no 

further proposal of joining NATO.30 The proposition was made once 

again on April 19, 2016 by the American ambassador in Nicosia, 

Victoria Nuland as a means of ending the dispute at hand and 

promoting a solution to the Cypriot Issue. 

 It goes without saying that there are many countries willing to join NATO for 

                                                        
27NATO, Relations with Bosnia and Herzegovina. ( Online ) [ Accessed 05/12/2017 ] Available from: 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49127.htm 

 
28M. Sabataki ( 2009 ), The Cypriot Issue, Periscopio 2009 

 
29M. Sabataki ( 2009 ), The Cypriot Issue, Periscopio 2009 

 
30M. Sabataki ( 2009 ), The Cypriot Issue, Periscopio 2009 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49127.htm
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various reasons while at the same time member-states promote some of them or 

discourage the entry of others according to their own agenda. Whether their attempt to 

join the alliance is successful or not is a topic to be discussed and seen. 

 

 

6. Points to be addressed 

The key points that should thoroughly be discussed and decided upon during the 

sessions of our Committee are the following: 

1) Is the 2% guideline viable? If not is it to be altered or replaced and on 

what terms? 

2) Should the member-states with greater economical and industrial 

capacities shoulder some extra responsibilities in favor to the rest of 

the alliance? 

3) What is to be done concerning the contribution for operations and 

activities of NATO in terms of manpower and resources? 

4) Should the various differences between member-states concern the 

alliance as a whole or should the disputing sides be left to deal with 

them on their own terms? 

5) Should NATO play an inter-mediating role between the disputing sides 

and to what extent? 

6) In the event of armed conflict between two member-states what should 

NATO's role be? 

7) Should the alliance attempt a further expansion if that would mean 

endangering its' relations with a member-state or third parties? 

8) Should article 5 be re-examined, are there any alternations or 

specifications needed and if so how? 
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